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for the PAMELA collaboration.

On the 15th of June 2006, the PAMELA satellite-borne experiment was launched from the Baikonur cosmod-
rome and it has been collecting data since July 2006. The primary scientific goal is the measurement of the
antiproton and positron energy spectra. Antiparticles are a natural component of the cosmic radiation be-
ing produced in the interaction between cosmic rays and the interstellar matter. They have been shown to
be extremely interesting for understanding the propagation mechanisms of cosmic rays. Furthermore, novel
sources of primary cosmic-ray antiparticles of either astrophysical or exotic origin (e.g. annihilation of dark
matter particles) can also be probed. In this talk we will review the PAMELA antiparticle results and their
significance for the field of astroparticle physics.
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