About the bridge

The bridge chosen for the logo of the SSP2012 is the image of a steel train bridge close to our institute. The bridge is a “tied arch bridge” with a twist. The bridge crosses a canal and a road at 45( (an overview of the topology can be seen on this photograph (Flickr)). To save space and material the arches are translated relative to each other, breaking the familiar parallel symmetry of arch bridges. The cross beams, that are traditionally at 90( and 45(, now follow a pattern that still echoes that tradition but the beams appear to rotate when viewed from the front of the bridge. The typical symmetry of a bridge is maintained if one ignores the characteristic Dutch addition of a bicycle path. This you realize in the following way: Make a movie on an overcast day; you will not be able to tell from which side the movie is taken. Run the movie forward or backward; you can not tell the difference from a train crossing (the train being fore-aft symmetric). With a boat passing you can. The main architect of the bridge is Jaap van der Steeg of the Arcadis group responsible for many large infrastructures in the Netherlands.

About the photograph

Every conference in Groningen must have a poster with a picture of the tower in the center of the town (Martinitoren). Here we can see the tower in the distance at the vanishing point. The photograph was taken by Henk de Boer, more photographs from him can be found on Flickr. This particular photograph is taken by flying a kite with a camera using the “power focus” technique.
